Amputations Resulting from Tractor-Trailer Collisions

Atlanta Attorneys Committed to Fighting Back Against Negligent Truck Drivers

Some truck accident injuries have a before and an after. Losing a limb in a tractor-trailer
collision is one of them. There’s the life you had before the crash, and the entirely different life
you’re forced to rebuild in the days, months, and years that follow. The medical road is long,
the financial toll is staggering, and the emotional weight of it often can’t be fully expressed.

The sheer physics of a tractor-trailer collision makes traumatic amputation far more likely than
in a typical car accident. A fully loaded commercial truck can weigh up to 80,000 pounds,
roughly 20 to 30 times the weight of a passenger vehicle. When that mass strikes a smaller car
at highway speed, the force isn’t just dangerous. It’s potentially tissue-destroying, limb-
crushing, and in many cases, permanently life-altering in ways that no settlement amount can
fully undo.

Why These Crashes Create Conditions for Limb Loss

Not every serious truck accident results in amputation, but certain types of collisions carry a
dramatically higher risk. Understanding why these injuries happen is important — not just
medically, but legally, because the type of crash often points directly to a specific failure in the
trucking operation.

The most dangerous scenarios include:

o Underride Accidents: A car slides beneath the trailer of a semi-truck, and the vehicle’s
roof and occupant compartment are sheared away. This is one of the most common
mechanisms for traumatic limb loss because the occupant’s body makes direct contact
with the trailer frame at speed.

e Jackknife Accidents: When a truck brakes too hard or too suddenly, the trailer can swing
outward at a sharp angle and sweep through adjacent lanes, crushing vehicles caught in
its path.

o Rollover Accidents: A truck that tips over onto a smaller vehicle generates enormous
crushing forces, which often collapse the occupant compartment directly onto the
passenger.

e Sideswipe and Squeeze Collisions: Vehicles trapped between a truck and a fixed barrier,
guardrail, or other traffic can sustain devastating lateral crushing injuries that destroy
limbs beyond surgical repair.

Two Ways a Truck Crash Can Result in Amputation

A traumatic amputation happens at the moment of impact. The limb is severed or torn away by
shearing, crushing, or tearing forces before emergency responders ever arrive on the scene.


https://www.friedgoldberg.com/for-truck-accident-victims/

A surgical amputation, by contrast, happens later in the hospital, when surgeons determine
that a severely damaged limb has no viable pathway to recovery. Crushed tissue, destroyed
blood supply, and the risk of life-threatening infection can all lead a trauma team to make that
call, sometimes when the patient is still unconscious.

Both are equally devastating in terms of what they mean for the victim’s life, and both are
equally compensable in a lawsuit against the responsible parties.

The Physical Recovery Process Is Only the Beginning

Surviving a crash that results in amputation is just the start of a years-long medical journey. The
immediate hospitalization alone, including emergency trauma surgery, blood transfusions,
wound care, and intensive care, can cost tens or even hundreds of thousands of dollars. But the
expenses don’t stop at discharge.

Victims typically face:

e Prosthetic Devices: Modern prosthetics range from roughly $5,000 to more than
$100,000 depending on the type and function, and they don’t last forever. Most devices
need to be replaced every three to five years, which means a victim in their 30s or 40s
may require a dozen or more replacements over a lifetime.

e Revision Surgeries: The residual limb changes shape as it heals, which often requires
additional surgeries to prepare it for an effective prosthetic fit.

e Physical and Occupational Therapy: Relearning how to walk, grip, drive, and manage
daily activities with a prosthetic takes months of intensive therapy, often followed by
ongoing maintenance appointments.

e Mental Health Treatment: PTSD, depression, and acute anxiety are documented
consequences of traumatic amputation, particularly when the injury results from a
violent crash. Many victims require years of psychological care.

e Home and Vehicle Modifications: Wheelchair ramps, accessible bathrooms, and
adapted vehicles can add significant one-time and recurring costs that are rarely
anticipated during the first days of treatment.

One of the most underappreciated consequences of amputation is phantom limb pain. The
brain continues to register sensations from a limb that no longer exists, which produces
burning, stabbing, or throbbing pain that can be incredibly difficult to treat and may never fully
resolve. It isn’t a psychological symptom. It’s a neurological one, and it belongs in every
damages calculation.

The Financial Picture Over a Lifetime



Let’s say someone loses a leg in a rear underride collision at age 38. They survive, but they can
no longer perform the construction work they’ve done for 15 years. Between prosthetic
replacement cycles, ongoing rehabilitation, home modifications, mental health care, and lost
income, their total lifetime losses can easily exceed $700,000, and in many cases, climb well
past that. That figure doesn’t account for the pain they’ll live with every day, or the career they
won’t get back.

This is why serious amputation cases require a Certified Life Care Planner, a medical and
rehabilitation professional who projects the full scope of a victim’s future needs year by year.
The life care plan translates human suffering into documented, defensible economic evidence,
and it’s one of the most important tools our attorneys use when building a claim for full and fair
compensation.

Liability in These Cases Goes Beyond the Driver

There’s a tendency in truck accident cases to focus blame entirely on the driver who was
behind the wheel. But in amputation cases, where the injuries are catastrophic and the
damages are severe, our attorneys look at every link in the chain of responsibility that put that
truck on the road in that condition, at that moment.

Potentially liable parties can include:

o The Trucking Company: Carriers can be held responsible for negligent hiring,
inadequate driver training, failure to maintain brakes and tires, and pushing drivers to
stay on the road in violation of FMICSA hours-of-service regulations.

e Cargo Loaders and Shippers: Improperly loaded or unsecured freight can shift in transit,
destabilizing the trailer and causing jackknife or rollover crashes that otherwise
wouldn’t have happened.

e Maintenance Contractors: Third-party companies responsible for brake service, tire
replacement, or pre-trip inspections can share liability when a mechanical failure is
directly tied to the crash.

e Parts Manufacturers: Defective components, including anti-lock braking systems, trailer
underride guards, or steering parts, can open product liability claims against the
manufacturer or distributor.

When violations of FMICSA regulations are involved, they can establish negligence per se,
meaning the violation itself is evidence of a breach of legal duty. Electronic logging device
records, maintenance files, driver qualification documents, and cargo securement logs are all
subject to discovery, and they often reveal exactly what went wrong.

What Truck Accident Victims Need to Know Right Away
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The evidence in truck crash cases doesn’t last. Black box data from the truck’s engine control
module, ELD logs, and onboard camera footage can be overwritten or destroyed within days
unless a formal preservation demand is issued. The trucking company’s insurance team is
almost certainly already working the case by the time a victim leaves the hospital.

Don’t provide a recorded statement to any insurance companies before speaking with a lawyer.
Don’t accept an early settlement offer before the full lifetime cost of the injury has been
calculated. Never assume the driver is the only party who bears responsibility for what
happened to you.

The Atlanta truck accident lawyers at Fried Goldberg LLC have built careers on representing
crash victims in catastrophic injury cases across the country. We regularly share our litigation
techniques and knowledge through presentations and seminars, and often serve as co-counsel
with other plaintiff’'s attorneys.

If you or a family member has suffered an amputation in a tractor-trailer collision, we’re ready
to listen, to investigate, and to fight for everything you’re owed. Contact us today to schedule a
free consultation and speak with one of our attorneys. We work on a contingency fee basis, so
you don’t pay anything upfront for our services.
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