
Fatal Rear-End Truck Crashes Reveal a National Safety Crisis 

What Decades of Wrongful Death Cases Tell Us About Accountability and 

Change 

Across highways in Georgia, South Carolina, Florida, and beyond, families have lost loved ones 

in crashes that should never have happened: rear-end collisions involving tractor-trailers. These 

crashes often occur in stopped or slowed traffic, at night, or in work zones where visibility and 

reaction time matter most. And in nearly every case, they trace back to the same root causes: 

fatigue, distraction, poor maintenance, and a failure to follow established safety protocols. 

At Fried Goldberg LLC, we’ve handled hundreds of catastrophic trucking cases nationwide, 

including multiple rear-end wrongful death cases that exposed serious safety breakdowns 

within the industry. These weren’t accidents caused by chance — they were preventable 

tragedies caused by avoidable negligence. 

From $31 million in North Carolina to $11 million in Georgia and $5.5 million in Indiana, these 

cases highlight more than legal victories. They reveal how systemic failures in trucking safety 

continue to cost lives, and what must change to prevent the next tragedy. 

The Deadliest Type of Truck Crash 

Rear-end collisions are among the most devastating types of commercial vehicle accidents, 

accounting for a large share of fatal truck crashes nationwide, often due to delayed braking or 

inattention. 

In these cases, the physics are brutal. A fully loaded tractor-trailer weighing up to 80,000 

pounds can take more than the length of two football fields to stop at highway speeds. When 

that driver looks away, follows too closely, or fails to recognize slowing traffic, the result is 

catastrophic. 

We’ve represented families in rear-end truck crash cases where cars were crushed, burst into 

flames, or pushed hundreds of feet down the roadway. Many victims never had a chance to 

escape. 

When “Following Too Closely” Becomes a Fatal Mistake 

In case after case, our investigations have revealed one consistent pattern: commercial drivers 

following too closely for traffic conditions: 

• In Gwinnett County, Georgia, a man was killed when a tractor-trailer failed to slow for 

stopped traffic during roadside maintenance, resulting in an $11 million wrongful death 

recovery. 

• In Versailles, Indiana, a couple lost their lives after a semi-truck rear-ended their vehicle 

while they were stopped to make a left turn, leading to a $5.5 million settlement. 
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• And in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, a woman and her daughter were struck from 

behind by a tractor-trailer on a bridge — a crash that caused a fiery explosion and a 

$14.25 million settlement for the family. 

In each of these cases, simple adherence to safe following distances and proper hazard 

awareness could have saved lives. Yet time and again, companies cut corners on training and 

compliance to keep schedules on track. 

The Role of Fatigue and Distraction 

Rear-end truck crashes often point to one or both of two major causes: driver fatigue and 

distraction. 

Despite federal hours-of-service regulations, drivers are still pressured to meet delivery 

deadlines that encourage pushing beyond safe limits. Fatigue dulls reaction times and decision-

making, creating deadly consequences when traffic slows suddenly ahead. 

In one Georgia case, a man was killed when a tractor-trailer followed too closely and caused a 

rear-end collision. The case settled for $1 million, providing justice for his family. 

Distracted driving is equally dangerous. Whether a trucker is glancing at a dispatch tablet, 

adjusting a GPS, or simply not scanning the road, those few seconds of inattention can have 

irreversible results. 

Through expert downloads of event data recorders (EDRs), our attorneys have repeatedly 

proven that a driver had ample time to react but didn’t. 

Work Zones and Chain-Reaction Collisions 

Many of our most tragic rear-end cases occurred in or near work zones, where traffic flow 

changes quickly and visibility is reduced. 

In Forsyth County, North Carolina, a man was killed when his vehicle slowed in a construction 

zone and was rear-ended by a tractor-trailer, leading to a $2 million recovery for his family. 

Similarly, in Gaffney, South Carolina, a rear-end collision in a work zone caused a fatal crash 

that resulted in a $1.15 million settlement. 

These incidents emphasize an overlooked truth: work zones magnify risk, and trucking 

companies must train drivers to anticipate them. When companies fail to emphasize situational 

awareness and proper braking procedures, ordinary traffic slowdowns can become deadly. 

Safety Through Technology and Accountability 

What makes many of these rear-end collisions so heartbreaking is that technology could have 

prevented them. 

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/hours-service/summary-hours-service-regulations


Forward-collision warning systems and automatic emergency braking (AEB) have been proven 

to reduce rear-end crashes by more than 40%, according to multiple national safety studies. Yet 

many commercial fleets still operate without these systems, or fail to maintain them properly. 

Accountability begins with awareness and continues with action. When trucking companies 

neglect to equip their fleets with available safety technology, they’re not just risking fines or 

lawsuits. They’re risking lives. 

The Legal Framework Behind Rear-End Liability 

From a legal perspective, rear-end collisions involving commercial vehicles are rarely “simple.” 

While they may seem straightforward — one vehicle hitting another from behind — proving 

liability requires a deep understanding of both state law and federal trucking regulations. 

At Fried Goldberg, LLC, our attorneys examine every factor that may have contributed to the 

crash, including: 

• Driver Hours-of-Service Logs: To uncover violations and fatigue-related negligence. 

• Electronic Logging Devices (ELDs): To confirm driving times and rest breaks. 

• Maintenance Records: To determine whether brake systems or tires were 

compromised. 

• Company Safety Policies: To reveal if unrealistic schedules encouraged unsafe driving. 

• Crash Reconstruction Data: To quantify reaction times, speeds, and impact dynamics. 

In several high-stakes cases, this level of investigation exposed negligent hiring, inadequate 

supervision, and systemic disregard for FMCSA safety standards; leading to multimillion-dollar 

verdicts and settlements. 

What Families Deserve to Know After a Fatal Rear-End Truck Crash 

When a family loses someone in a fatal truck crash, they often feel powerless against the size 

and resources of the company involved. But evidence from decades of litigation shows that 

truth and persistence uncover what corporations try to hide. 

Families deserve answers to critical questions: 

• Was the driver properly trained to handle sudden traffic stops? 

• Was fatigue, distraction, or impairment involved? 

• Did the company enforce realistic scheduling practices? 

• Were the truck’s brakes and safety systems properly maintained? 

Every one of these answers can make the difference between a denied claim and full 

accountability. That’s why early preservation of evidence — including black box data, inspection 

logs, and dashcam footage — is essential in every trucking case. 

Lessons From a Pattern of Tragedy 

https://www.friedgoldberg.com/truck-accidents/fatal/


Looking across more than a dozen major rear-end truck crash cases handled by our firm, the 

pattern is unmistakable: 

• Failure to Slow for Traffic: In cases from Georgia to Indiana, inattentive driving caused 

instant, irreversible harm. 

• Work Zone Negligence: Companies failed to train drivers for sudden slowdowns and 

lane shifts in active construction areas. 

• Corporate Pressure: Unrealistic delivery demands created conditions where safety took 

a back seat to profit. 

Each case became a powerful statement in court, not only about the value of the lives lost but 

also about the standards the trucking industry must uphold moving forward. 

Driving Real Change Through Litigation 

At Fried Goldberg, LLC, achieving justice for our clients goes hand in hand with making the 

trucking industry safer for everyone. Many of our verdicts and settlements have prompted 

changes in company policies, fleet safety upgrades, and greater national attention to the 

dangers of rear-end collisions. 

We’ve seen how strong accountability can spark reform. When companies pay millions because 

their drivers followed too closely, skipped rest breaks, or ignored alerts, other carriers take 

notice. 

Every case we pursue carries that broader purpose: to protect the next family from the same 

tragedy. 

For Plaintiff’s Attorneys: Learning From Rear-End Truck Cases 

We also believe in sharing what we’ve learned. Through our seminars, publications, and the 

Understanding Motor Carrier Claims series, we help other lawyers identify and litigate rear-end 

trucking cases effectively. 

Our experience shows that proving liability in these crashes requires a detailed understanding 

of physics, perception-reaction times, and fleet safety standards; not just traditional car 

accident law. 

For attorneys handling trucking cases for the first time, collaboration can mean the difference 

between a moderate settlement and a groundbreaking recovery for a grieving family. 

A Force for Good in Every Case 

Rear-end truck crashes aren’t random. They are the predictable result of negligence, fatigue, 

and inattention — and they are preventable. Through litigation, advocacy, and education, we 

continue to push for higher standards and stronger accountability across the industry. 

Because every life lost in a rear-end truck crash is one too many. 

https://www.friedgoldberg.com/resources/seminars/
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At Fried Goldberg LLC, we remain committed to representing families who have lost loved ones, 

training lawyers nationwide, and driving change that makes the roads safer for everyone who 

shares them. 

To see how we can help with your potential legal case, contact us today for a free consultation. 

 

https://www.friedgoldberg.com/contact-us/

