
When Distracted Truck Drivers Cause Deadly Crashes 

Distracted Driving Is One of the Most Dangerous Issues in Modern Trucking 

The moment a fully loaded tractor-trailer drifts, swerves, or slows too late, everything changes. 

Families lose loved ones on highways they drive every day. Small cars crumble under the weight 

of an 80,000-pound rig. Silence falls in the seconds after impact, the kind of silence that stays 

with survivors for years. At Fried Goldberg LLC, we have seen how distraction behind the wheel 

of a commercial truck can turn an ordinary day into tragedy. These crashes leave families 

grieving, communities shaken, and life turned upside down without warning. 

For decades, our firm has been trusted to uncover the truth behind these wrecks and hold 

unsafe trucking companies accountable. Distracted driving is not a minor lapse in judgment. It is 

one of the leading causes of catastrophic truck crashes nationwide, and the consequences echo 

through every case we handle. 

Distracted truck drivers create conditions that families can never prepare for. A momentary 

lapse in focus can turn a routine drive into a catastrophic collision, especially when an 80,000-

pound vehicle is involved. These crashes are often severe, widespread, and preventable, and 

the consequences shape every family we represent. 

What Makes Distracted Truck Drivers So Dangerous? 

A tractor-trailer is not forgiving. When a driver looks away from the road, reaches for a device, 

or loses focus, the consequences are far more severe than in a passenger car. The stopping 

distance is longer. The blind spots are larger. The vehicle weighs exponentially more. When 

distraction enters the equation, the crash forces multiply. 

Distraction in trucking generally falls into three major categories: 

• Manual Distraction: Anything that takes a driver’s hands off the wheel, such as reaching 

for food, adjusting controls, or handling a phone. 

• Visual Distraction: Looking away from the roadway, even for a second. 

• Cognitive Distraction: Mentally drifting, daydreaming, or becoming overwhelmed by 

fatigue or stress. 

In commercial trucking, these categories often overlap. A driver may be adjusting a GPS while 

thinking about deadlines. A quick glance at a text message becomes a three-second lapse. At 

highway speeds, three seconds is the length of a football field. 

When the vehicle behind the distraction is a semi-truck, that football field becomes the 

difference between a safe stop and a deadly rear-end collision. 

Why Rear-End Truck Crashes Are So Common in Distracted Driving Cases 
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Many of the wrongful death settlements handled by our truck accident lawyers involve rear-

end collisions. These crashes often reflect a failure to recognize slowing or stopped traffic, and 

distraction is frequently involved. Using only the verified settlements you provided, here are 

the patterns we regularly see: 

Common Scenarios in Distracted Rear-End Truck Crashes: 

• Stopped Traffic on Interstates: Multiple cases from Georgia, South Carolina, Indiana, 

and other states involve cars stopped for congestion or work zones, only to be struck 

from behind by tractor-trailers that failed to slow. 

• Disabled Vehicles Hit from Behind: Several cases involved disabled or slowed vehicles 

on shoulders or travel lanes that were struck because the truck driver failed to notice 

them in time. 

• Work Zone Slowdowns: Work zones require heightened attention, yet time and again, 

truck drivers plow into slowed vehicles because they were not fully focused. 

• Nighttime or Low-Visibility Crashes: Darkness magnifies the effects of distraction. We 

have handled many cases where a distracted truck driver failed to see slowing traffic 

until it was too late. 

Each of these case outcomes highlights one reality. When a truck driver is distracted, the first 

thing they lose is reaction time. Seconds matter, and distraction erases them. 

This is why families so often come to us after rear-end collisions involving tractor-trailers. The 

evidence usually reveals that the crash was not unavoidable. It was preventable, and distraction 

played a role. 

How Truck Drivers Become Distracted Behind the Wheel 

Truck drivers face unique pressures. They drive long distances, operate under tight delivery 

schedules, and are often pushed to stay connected through dispatch devices, GPS systems, and 

on-board communication tools. These demands increase the temptation to multitask, even 

though multitasking in an 80,000-pound vehicle is never safe. 

The most common sources of distraction for truck drivers include: 

• Texting or using a phone 

• Adjusting or interacting with navigation systems 

• Eating or drinking while driving 

• Reaching for dropped objects 

• Handling paperwork or delivery logs 

• Talking to dispatch 

• Fatigue, stress, or cognitive overload 



Some drivers give in to these distractions. Others are pressured by unsafe company policies or 

unrealistic delivery expectations. When both collide, disaster follows. 

How Our Truck Accident Attorneys Uncover Proof of Distracted Driving 

Proving distraction takes skill, persistence, and a deep understanding of commercial vehicle 

operations. Our attorneys use methods that many firms simply do not know to pursue. 

How We Prove Distracted Truck Driving: 

• Electronic Logging Device (ELD) Downloads: We examine electronic logs for sudden 

gaps, violations, or driving patterns consistent with distraction. 

• Cell Phone Records: Phone usage logs, call history, and text timestamps often reveal 

distraction in the moments leading up to the crash. 

• Dashcam and In-Cab Video: Many commercial fleets use driver-facing cameras. These 

systems often capture drivers looking down, reaching for devices, or drifting. 

• Telematics and GPS Data: Hard braking, lane departures, and erratic steering inputs can 

signal late reactions linked to distraction. 

• Black Box (ECM) Data: Speed changes, throttle input, and braking activity help show 

whether a driver was paying attention. 

• Eyewitness Statements: Drivers in nearby vehicles sometimes report seeing the truck 

drift, weave, or show no brake lights before impact. 

• Company Records: We analyze dispatch communications, break schedules, and 

company training to determine whether a driver was rushed or improperly supervised. 

Each case requires a tailored investigation. Distraction is rarely admitted outright, so we build 

the proof piece by piece. When the evidence comes together, the picture becomes clear. 

Why Trucking Companies Are Often Responsible for Distracted Driving Crashes 

Truck drivers are only one part of the equation. The companies behind them play a major role 

in preventing or enabling distraction. 

Some carriers create conditions that increase the likelihood of distracted driving. Examples 

include: 

• Pressuring drivers to meet unrealistic delivery times 

• Failing to train drivers on safe device use 

• Allowing or encouraging constant dispatch communication 

• Ignoring driver fatigue or hours-of-service violations 

• Neglecting to enforce safety policies 

When companies put profit ahead of safety, tragedies occur. Our attorneys dig deeply into 

company behavior because what looks like a single distracted driver often turns out to be a 



systemic failure. And when a company chooses not to enforce safety, accountability becomes 

our priority. 

The Human Cost Behind Every Distracted Truck Driver Case 

Behind every settlement or verdict our law firm obtains is a family carrying the weight of a 

tragedy that never should have happened: 

• A parent driving children home. 

• A husband slowing in traffic. 

• A family waiting at a red light. 

• A motorist stopping for construction. 

These stories stretch across the country: Georgia, South Carolina, Indiana, North Carolina, 

Pennsylvania, Tennessee. The circumstances vary, but the themes remain painfully consistent. 

Someone did everything right, and a truck driver who was not fully focused changed the course 

of their family’s life forever. 

At Fried Goldberg, we actually sit with those families. We hear their stories. We learn who their 

loved ones were, what they meant to their community, and what was taken from them. Then 

we tell their story with the full force of the law behind us. 

Our goal is not only accountability. It is dignity. And it is change. 

Insights From Handling Distracted Driving Cases Nationwide 

Working across more than 40 states, we have seen how distraction manifests in different 

environments and how patterns repeat from case to case. That experience has given us 

valuable insights we bring to every family and every attorney we serve. 

Key Insights About Distracted Truck Driving: 

Distraction almost always appears in small details first, such as delayed braking or inconsistent 

steering. 

• The most devastating crashes tend to occur during transitions in traffic flow, such as 

work zones, slowdowns, and nighttime travel. 

• Many drivers falsely believe short glances are harmless. In trucking, a “short glance” 

covers the distance of a football field. 

• Technological distractions continue to rise despite federal rules, which means attorney 

investigations must evolve continuously. 

• Rear-end collisions involving trucks are often preventable. Distraction is one of the 

clearest and most consistent causes behind them. 



These insights come from decades of representing victims, teaching trucking law to plaintiffs’ 

lawyers, and training law enforcement nationwide. They drive our work and fuel our 

commitment to meaningful safety reform across the trucking industry. 

Distracted Driving Cases Require Attorneys Who Understand Trucking 

Distracted truck driving cases are far more complex than ordinary motor vehicle crashes. The 

laws are different. The data sources are different. The stakes are higher. And the trucking 

industry fights hard to protect its interests. 

Victims and families need attorneys who understand: 

• Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations 

• Commercial driver log systems 

• Telemetry, GPS, and ECM download protocols 

• How carrier dispatch systems contribute to distraction 

• The relationship between fatigue, hours-of-service pressure, and cognitive distraction 

• How to interpret driver-facing camera footage 

• How corporate safety policies shape driver behavior 

Truck crashes are not simple accidents. They are forensic investigations. They are deep dives 

into company structure, technology, and accountability. And they require a firm willing to 

uncover everything hidden beneath the surface. 

That’s the work we do every day. 

When You Need a National Team That Knows How to Prove Distracted Driving 

Distracted truck driving destroys lives. It ruins futures. It takes parents, children, friends, and 

loved ones in an instant. When that happens, families deserve the truth, and they deserve a 

team that knows how to uncover it. 

At Fried Goldberg LLC, we devote our practice to representing victims of trucking crashes 

nationwide. Our attorneys have written the leading legal treatise on commercial vehicle 

litigation, trained law enforcement agencies across the country, and partnered with plaintiff’s 

attorneys in all 50 states. 

We do this for one reason: justice for families and real change on America’s roads. 

If a distracted truck driver injured you or someone you love, you do not have to face the 

aftermath alone. We will listen. We will investigate. And we will fight relentlessly to hold every 

responsible party accountable. 

Contact Fried Goldberg LLC today to speak with our team. We are ready to help you move 

forward. Our law firm is based in Atlanta, Georgia, and we work with clients and attorneys 

nationwide. 
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